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Because most smokers—more than 80
percent of them—begin smoking before
their 18th birthday, my Administration is
working hard to reach children before they
decide to start. Last year, I announced tough
measures to limit children’s access to tobacco
products and to reduce their appeal to young
people. Now we are working with the Con-
gress, the public health community, State at-
torneys general across the country, and other
interested organizations to develop and pass
comprehensive national legislation to reduce
teen smoking significantly.

Such legislation must set ambitious targets
to cut teen smoking rates and stiff financial
penalties to help ensure that tobacco compa-
nies meet those targets. To counteract the
pervasive influence of cigarette and smoke-
less tobacco advertising and promotion, we
must mount a nationwide effort to strip to-
bacco of its allure, warning our young people
of its addictive nature and deadly con-
sequences and helping parents discourage
their children from ever taking up the habit.
The Food and Drug Administration must
have full authority to see to it that industry
develops less addictive, reduced-risk prod-
ucts. And we must strengthen and expand
our current efforts to limit the advertising
of tobacco to children and restrict young peo-
ple’s access to tobacco products.

The Great American Smokeout offers all
Americans, smokers and nonsmokers alike,
an invaluable opportunity to show our young
people how much we care about them and
how much their good health means to us.
I urge the almost 48 million adult Americans
and 4 million of our young people who still
smoke to set an example of strength and de-
termination by quitting for the day and, ulti-
mately, for life. I encourage students across
the Nation to participate in Smokeout activi-
ties designed to teach them about the dan-
gers of smoking. I ask all Americans to renew
their commitment to a smoke-free environ-
ment for themselves and for our children.
If we can accomplish these goals today, we
can do so every day, creating a better,
healthier future for us all.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United

States, do hereby proclaim November 20,
1997, as National Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use, and I urge
both smokers and nonsmokers to take this
opportunity to begin healthier lifestyles that
set a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:41 a.m., November 21, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 24.

Statement on Signing the Savings
Are Vital to Everyone’s Retirement
Act of 1997
November 20, 1997

I am pleased to have signed into law H.R.
1377, the ‘‘Savings Are Vital to Everyone’s
Retirement Act of 1997,’’ (SAVER Act). This
Act will address the important issue of retire-
ment savings through a public-private sector
partnership. It is an important step, taken in
a bipartisan manner, to increase awareness
of the need for pension and individual sav-
ings so American workers may enjoy a secure
and comfortable retirement. I want to thank
all the members of both parties who worked
with us to produce strong bipartisan legisla-
tion.

Under the SAVER Act, I will convene the
first national summit on retirement income
savings in 1998 to foster increased awareness
of the importance of saving for retirement.
Currently, only two-thirds of workers with
the opportunity to participate in a 401(k)
plan do so. Although this represents an in-
crease from less than 40 percent in 1983,
two-thirds is simply not good enough. We
have to do better, particularly because more
and more Americans are relying on these
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types of plans for retirement savings. Subse-
quent summits on savings will take place in
2001 and 2005.

My Administration will work to make sure
that the summits help educate employers
about the types of plans that are available,
including traditional defined benefit pension
plans, as well as a relatively new defined con-
tribution plan that is especially designed for
small businesses. The summits will also iden-
tify problems workers have setting aside
money for retirement, and that employers
have in assisting their workers to do so. Rec-
ommendations will be produced by the sum-
mits as to what the private and public sectors
can do to promote pension and individual
savings. I am particularly concerned about
the savings of women, minority, and low- and
moderate-income workers, for whom putting
away money for retirement is often particu-
larly difficult.

The SAVER Act calls for the public and
private sectors to work together in planning
and conducting the national summits on re-
tirement income savings, which I will co-host
with the congressional leadership of both
parties. The Act also affirms the ongoing ef-
forts of my Administration to promote retire-
ment savings through public outreach by di-
recting the Secretary of Labor to maintain
and expand the Department’s program of re-
tirement savings education.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 20, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 1377, approved November 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–92.

Statement on Signing the
Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1998
November 20, 1997

Today I have signed into law S. 858, the
‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1998.’’ The Act authorizes appropria-
tions for the intelligence-related activities of
the United States during fiscal year 1998.

This Act results from the hard work of
many people in the Administration and in
the Congress who are dedicated to both a

strong national intelligence capability and ef-
fective congressional oversight.

I strongly endorse section 307, the basic
objective of which is to ensure that, insofar
as possible, the U.S. Government provides
all relevant information to U.S. citizens (and
their family members, as appropriate) who
are the victims of violent crimes committed
abroad. So that this provision cannot be con-
strued to detract from my constitutional au-
thority and responsibility to protect national
security and other privileged information as
I determine necessary, and so that the provi-
sion does not require the release of informa-
tion that is properly classified, I direct that
it be interpreted consistent with my constitu-
tional authority and with applicable laws and
executive orders.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 20, 1997.

NOTE: S. 858, approved November 20, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–107.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Line Item Vetoes of
the Department of the Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1998
November 20, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Line Item Veto

Act, I hereby cancel the dollar amounts of
discretionary budget authority, as specified
in the attached reports, contained in the
‘‘Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998’’ (H.R.
2107). I have determined that the cancella-
tion of these amounts will reduce the Federal
budget deficit, will not impair any essential
Government functions, and will not harm the
national interest. This letter, together with
its attachments, constitutes a special message
under section 1022 of the Congressional
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, as amended.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton
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